《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Titus》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO TITUS.
WIDE and wild are the conjectures of learned men respecting Titus. Where all histories are silent, conjecture should be restrained. Titus was a Greek, and converted, it would seem, under Paul’s ministry, because he calls him his own son: Titus 1:4. He accompanied Paul to Jerusalem, according to Usher in the year fifty two, and was uncircumcised. Galatians 2:3.

Paul sent him to Corinth, to enquire into the state of the churches there. 2 Corinthians 12:13. The intelligence being favourable, Paul sent him back, and no doubt by the entreaty of private letters: chap. 2 Corinthians 7:6-13. Paul left him in Crete to nourish the churches, and establish order of discipline, but certainly not for life, because he afterwards requested him to come to Nicopolis, a city of Epirus. Titus 3:12. It likewise appears that Titus left Rome to go into Dalmatia. 2 Timothy 4:10.

The apostolic men were always bishops, or the chief pastors, wherever they might for a time remain. Ordinations were received through their hands, as from the hands of the holy apostles themselves. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-16
Titus 1:1-3. Paul, a servant of God, and not a servant of Moses. This style is much the same as in 2 Timothy 1:1, respecting the promise of eternal life. This promise is according to the faith of God’s elect, believed by all the elect people of God; for he promised it coëval with the plan of our redemption, before the world began. The gracious Creator of heaven and earth had every possible idea before him of the formation and arrangement of every creature, and he has always elicited that which was best. In like manner the fall, and the moral character of man being before him, from before the foundation of the world, he declared his pleasure, that the Seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head; and even when he distinguished Abraham from the idolaters, he equally declared his pleasure, that all the families of the earth should be blessed in Christ, and that the gentiles should be fellow-heirs with the jews of the grace of life. In all those gracious plans of predestination and providence, there is no enmity in God to man; for enmity is the nature of the serpent. The glorious high throne of grace has been our sanctuary from the beginning. It is open to every one, and with all the plenary invitations of the gospel. Who then will dare to shut it? This doctrine is therefore the richest consolation of the gospel; and which salvation, the gospel, η σωτηριος πασιν ανθρωποις, that which saveth all men, Paul was sent to preach: Titus 2:11. With this consolation to the gentiles, despised of the jews, Paul mostly opens all his epistles.

Titus 1:4. To Titus mine own son. St. Paul had appointed him to superintend the island of Crete, noted as a very wicked and lascivious country. Paul loved him most tenderly as his own bowels. According to Erasmus, he wrote this letter to him from a city of Epirus, called Nicopolè, lying on the seacoast, and situate in a cliff called Leucate, or the cliff of Actium. And as there is no mention of persecution, it would seem that the church enjoyed repose. Hence, the letter is restricted to doctrine and discipline.

Titus 1:5. For this cause left I thee in Crete, now Candia, so called because the ancient inhabitants were Caretes. It is about two hundred miles in length, and fifty in breadth. The island is mountainous, and therefore abounds with springs and rivers. It could once boast of a hundred cities, but now, says Boiste, thirty thousand is the number of its inhabitants, chiefly Turks, Greeks, and Jews. One of its mountains was once laid open by an earthquake. Christianity in Crete was coëval, without much doubt, with the dispersion of the church on the martyrdom of Stephen. Titus was left here to establish discipline, and to ordain elders in all the hundred cities, for christian churches were so many synagogues reformed to Christ, as stated on Matthew 4:23. Leviticus 23:3. The catholic writers say, that Titus was appointed archbishop of Crete for life. But that idea does not accord with his call, like that of Paul, to be an apostolic man to the gentile world.

Titus 1:6. The husband of one wife. 1 Timothy 3:2. Theophylact’s comment here is, that matrimony is joined with episcopasy, and is therefore a hallowed institution; it can ascend the holy throne and seat of the chief pastor. The other characters of those elders, and they were not all ministers of the word, will be found in 1 Timothy 3.

Titus 1:9-14. To convince the gainsayers. Opening and alleging out of the scriptures to the jews, that Jesus is the Christ; calling the gentiles to repentance for their violations of the law of nature, and revolts against the power of conscience. Demonstrating also the truth of christianity by arguments, and by such signs as God was pleased to give, and by promises of the Holy Spirit to every believer.

A bishop must also be able to look the jewish teachers in the face, and rebuke them sharply for their slanders of the Cretians; slanders which were particularly unwise and foolish in teachers. See on 1 Timothy 1:4.

Even a prophet of their own. Callimachus, a native of Crete, said, in his hymn to Jove, κρητες αει ψευσται, The Cretes are always liars. But Callimachus does not say it in the sarcastical sense of those jewish teachers. Evil beasts, dogs, wolves, tigers, lions. Slow bellies, gluttons, monstrous eaters.

Titus 1:15. Unto the pure, all things are pure. This is generally applied to ceremonial prohibitions of meats. Romans 14:20. But in a moral view a man of simplicity does all things with a pure and upright mind, and unsuspicious of evil, while unholy men pollute all that they touch; for the prayer of the wicked is sin. Their whole heart, and life, and conscience are polluted. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-15
Titus 2:1. But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine. Just the reverse of those men of tongue, reciting fables, instead of giving the fair illustration of truth, which “when unadorned is adorned the most.” The inferences and conclusions of a preacher ought to commend themselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

Titus 2:2. That the aged be sober. Let them calmly review their relation to time as diminishing, and that which relates to eternity as becoming more weighty. Grave in wisdom, temperate in habit, sound in faith, doubtful of novel opinions, living in charity with all, and patiently running their race under all infirmities.

Titus 2:3. The aged women likewise should be holy, wise, and adorned with all maternal virtues. Not false accusers, μη διαβολους, not devils, detractors of absent characters, and forgetful that in so doing they are drawing their own portrait. Not given to much wine. 1 Timothy 3:3. The mountains of Crete were favourable to the culture of the vine. Wine was the common beverage, and apt enough to make them garrulous. Matrons should study the portrait of the virtuous woman, as finely painted by the hand of Solomon. Proverbs 31:10; Proverbs 31:31.

Titus 2:4-5. That, being wise and prudent themselves, they may teach the young women to be sober, and instil the maxims of wisdom and industry. I would recommend Mrs. Hannah More’s strictures on female education, but they are written for persons in the higher walks of life. The poor girls in sunday schools should be taught that they have nothing to trust to but their two hands; and trades-men’s daughters, taught dancing, music, painting, and French, from early years, should be taught to consider whether the proceeds of their husbands’ trade can support their jaunts and tours of pleasure. Lord Bacon observes, “If a man wish to thrive, he should live at two-thirds of his income.” This is prudent; for casualties may occur.

Titus 2:6. Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. To put away childish things, to avoid puerilities, and follow after piety, the first and principal excellence. Teach them to honour their parents, to love their ministers, to be diligent in business, to seek a knowledge of their profession in life, and an understanding of the truth as it is in Jesus. They must watch against the vices which destroy myriads, and seek the opposite virtues. They must be cautious of forming premature and unwise connections, and consult their parents and pastors. He that walketh with wise men shall be wise, but a companion of fools shall be destroyed. Let them associate with the Lord’s people, and frequent the holy communion from early years.

Titus 2:7-8. In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works, as in 1 Timothy 4:12. Otherwise a man’s ministry is despised, being intimately associated with his character. Women, wine, and gold, the triade of ruin to ministers, must not only be avoided, but the ephod covering his robes must contain the pectorum, bestudded with precious stones, all the graces of the Holy Spirit. Then by life and sound speech, according to the oracles of God, he will shame the profligate, and shut the mouths of all opposers of truth and righteousness. In effect, he must study the art of winning souls.

Titus 2:9. Exhort servants to be obedient. See on Ephesians 6:5.

Titus 2:11. The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men. Consequently, vices, after the light is come, should exist no more. Grace is a happy word to designate the gospel, and is often used; as, the gospel of the grace of God, and the word of grace. This gospel shines out like the sun, enlightening the world with its beams. St. Jerome turns the words, Misericordia Dei salutifera, the mercy of God conferring salvation. When the dayspring from on high first dawned on the church, Zachariah and Elizabeth sung this hymn: “That being delivered out of the hands of our enemies [we] might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our lives.” Luke 1:74-75. The gospel brings us salvation from the darkness of the present evil world, a salvation from condemnation and fear, giving us the knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins, and all other blessings of the new covenant. The authorised version is not exact here; the literal reading of the Greek is, “For the grace of God, that which saveth all men, hath appeared, or shone out.”

Titus 2:13. Looking for that blessed hope, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is to the soul as an anchor, both sure and steadfast. Hebrews 6:18-19. The glorious appearing of the great God, and [even] our Saviour Jesus Christ. Launay, in his excellent critique on the bible, ed. Geneva, 1667, reads, L’ apparition de la gloire du grand Dieu, qui est notre Sauver. The appearing of the glory of the great God, who is our Saviour. Paul speaks here as the oracles of truth, respecting the glory of Christ which was to be revealed. Isaiah 40:5. And they shall look on him whom they have pierced. Zechariah 12:10. St. John refers to these words, and in the same sense. They also which pierced him shall wail because of him. Revelation 1:7. Ah, Socinian, where is the foundation of thy faith? All thy philosophy is but a vain conspiracy against “the Lord of glory.”

Titus 2:14. Who gave himself for us, as an atoning sacrifice, the ransom and price of our redemption. He, the SON of GOD, he, the GREAT GOD, freely gave himself a ransom for us, the slaves of sin and death. So he said in his sacrificial prayer. “For their sakes I sanctify myself,” as a victim without spot for the altar. Here his deity shines out: had he been a creature, he had been the property of his Creator, and not at his own disposal. The gift is accepted, if there be a willing mind.

That he might redeem us from all iniquity, by a satisfaction offered to the divine justice, for our breach and revolt; and justify us by the sprinkling of his blood, to purge our conscience from dead works, and to cleanse us in all the forms and power of sanctifying grace. How preferable is this sound doctrine to the fables of the jewish Talmud!

And purify unto himself a peculiar people, by baptism, and by covenant grace. Also by sentiments and pursuits “peculiar” to the church, a people enjoying the perpetual riches of grace, and who are peculiarly the Lord’s. Balaam said, “the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be numbered with the nations.” Peculiar in the enjoyment of promises, comforts, and hopes unknown to the world. The Syriac reads, “a new people;” that is, a new Israel of God, and made the children of the promises.

Zealous of good works. The love of God will constrain us to love our neighbour, and to do our uttermost for his salvation. Yea, and in all the forms of charity towards the bodies of men in alms, in schools, in missions, and in all mutual good will. St. Paul was well read in the best Greek authors, five of whom, Plutarch, Lycurgus, Phocion, Diodorus Siculus, and Strabo, nearly use the identical words of our apostle. Vide Poli. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-15
Titus 3:1. Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers. See on Romans 13:1-2.

Titus 3:5. Not by works of righteousness which we have done. Good works being strongly enforced here, we are cautioned to forget them when performed, for we are saved by grace. The Lord himself will keep the record. According to his mercy he saved us. In other places we read, according to the riches of his glory, according to the fulness of the promises; the grace of God must never be circumscribed.

By the washing of regeneration. δια λουτρου παλιγ γενεσιας, which Mr. Joseph Mede, following Castellio, reads, by the washing of the new birth; preferable, it would seem, to the Vulgate and Montanus, copied in the English. Professor Coccejus, a little before Mede, wrote, renascentiæ; or the new birth. This reading distinguishes the entrance of the soul into a state of grace, often instantaneous, from the renewing of the Holy Ghost by sanctifying grace. The old registers used to read natus, born such a day; renatus, baptized such a day. Though we should not lower the virtue of sacraments, we must at the same time admit, that the twelve at Ephesus had received the baptism of water, but not that of the Holy Ghost, while the church in Cornelius’s house had received the Spirit prior to the baptism of water. Acts 19:6; Acts 10:34. Without doubt the conscious mind, contemplating the glory of Christ by faith and prayer, experiences the divine change for which we devoutly pray in the sixth collect after Trinity sunday. After that, the inward man is renewed day by day.

Titus 3:8. These things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These are the only proofs to the world, that the deity dwells in our hearts, and the only way to gain the world to believe that Christ is sent of God to save us from our sins. John 17:20.

Titus 3:10-11. A man that is a heretic, one who follows his own opinion, after the first and second admonition, reject. If fair arguments, if the weight of antiquity will not gain him, he is proud; he loves that notion better than all the other doctrines of revelation. He will only trouble and misguide the simple. Novelty in doctrine we mostly find is nothing when the novelty is gone.

Titus 3:13. Bring Zenas the lawyer, and Apollos on their journey. The former had left the bar to plead in the sanctuary. The other was eminent for his eloquence. Acts 18:24. Let nothing be wanting to them. The Cretians were able to supply all travelling expenses. Christianity must have become strong in that island, or they could not have spared three such able men.

GENERAL REFLECTIONS.
This epistle opens with apostolic greeting, conformably to the faith of God’s elect, who openly confess the truth; and with the wide and cheering promise of eternal life, coëval with the purposes of our redemption. What else could cheer a drooping race, travailing in pain, and hasting to the tomb?

When Elijah, in an evil day, requested to die, the Redeemer of Israel, ever making the church his first delight, would not allow his request till he had first thrown his mantle on Elisha. So it is here. Paul’s first care was to see pastors and bishops in Crete after God’s own heart, who should feed the flock with knowledge and understanding; ministers clothed with charity, and adorned with the meekness of wisdom. Also that in their own families they should be paternal men, and unspotted; for the stain of concupiscence in a presbyter cannot be wiped away. The priests must be clothed with righteousness and salvation.

Paul was solicitous that Titus should give an example to the bishops and elders of Crete, by sharply rebuking public vices. The “slow bellies,” lovers of wine, and given to appetite; the men whose tongues destroy absent characters more ferociously than the wild beasts devour their food. Thus the ancient seers struck at the reigning vices of their country with all good fidelity. And what is our ministry worth, if we do not, like the skilful surgeon, cauterize the old and ulcerous wounds of the human heart. Our own age peculiarly requires this; it abounds with men who profess the christian name, and deny the Lord by wicked works.

After the pastors, whose piety should excel others, Paul required all orders and degrees of men to adorn the church with relative virtues proper to their stations in life. With these, composing the body of believers, the moral glory of Zion is intimately connected, and with their character and conduct. Masters must be gentle and just, servants must be faithful and industrious. The aged and the young, whether male or female, must be chaste in speech, modest in behaviour, prudent in conduct, and just in trade. Then the Lord will shame every profane tongue that speaks against his people.

And all this moral glory is the more required, because of the superior light of the gospel, which like the light of the sun, opens with righteousness and salvation to all the nations of men. It teaches us to deny ungodliness, and concupiscence in all evil desire; to be devout, sober, and full of love, awaiting the advent of the great God, with whom the gods of earth are not to be compared: the only wise God, even our Saviour Jesus Christ. This moral glory of the church is the more required, to coincide with the designations of the Saviour, who gave himself an atoning sacrifice to purify us, and make us zealous of good works; that the washing of the new birth, and the daily renovations of the Holy Spirit may shine out before men, beauteous as the flowers, and grateful as the fruitful fields. 

